Proverbs

Sayings of The Wise - thirty sayings and more

1:1-7 Purpose of the Proverbs

1:8-9:18 Exhortations to embrace wisdom

10:1-22:16 Proverbs of Solomon

22:17-24:34

25:1-29:27 More proverbs of Solomon

30:1-33 Sayings of Agur

31:1-9 Advice of a mother to her son (King Lemuel)
31:10-31 The wife of noble character

The Book of Proverbs
Arranged Topically

(From Nave’s Topical Bible)
Introduction to Wisdom—

The call of Wisdom (8:1-36; 9:1-6). Bene-
fits of following Wisdom (2:1-22; 3:13-24).
Dangers of rejecting Wisdom (1:20-33;

9:13-18). Solomon’ personal plea (4:1-27).

Proverbs of Solomon and Sayings of
the Wise—

Value of wise sayings (22:17-21). Purpose
of the Proverbs (1:1-7).

Preeminence of God: Fear of the Lord
(9:10-12; 10:27; 14:2, 26-27; 15:33; 19:23;
28:14). Trust in God or self (3:5-8; 14:12, &
16:25; 16:3, 20; 18:2, 4, 10; 19:3; 20:24;
21:22; 26:12; 28:26; 29:25). Divine provi-
dence (15:3; 16:1, 4, 9, 33; 19:21; 21:30-
31; 22:12; 27:1).

Insight and Ignorance: Wisdom and folly
(13:14; 14:24; 15:24; 16:22; 17:12; 24:7,
13-14). Dealing with fools (26:4-11; 27:22;
29:9). Discernment and understanding
(10:13, 23; 13:15; 14:6, 8, 15, 33; 15:21;
16:16; 17:24; 19:8; 20:5; 20:12). Knowl-
edge (10:14; 13:16; 14:18; 15:14; 18:15;
19:2; 20:15; 21:11-12; 23:3-4).

Sharing and Responding to Wisdom:
Advice and rebuke (3:1-2; 9:7-9; 10:8;
12:15; 13:1; 13:13; 15:31; 17:10; 19:16,
20, 25, 27; 23:9; 25:12; 27:5-6; 27:17;
29:1). Value of Advisors (11:14; 15:22;
20:18; 24:5-6). Discipline (3:11-12; 10:17;
12:1; 13:18, 24; 15:5, 10, 12, 32; 19:18;
20:30; 22:6, 15; 23:13-14; 29:15, 17, 19,
21). Lawkeeping (28:4, 7, 9; 29:18). Re-
pentance (14:9; 28:13).

Good and Evil: Righteousness and
wickedness (10:6-7, 16, 28-30; 11:5-10,
18-20, 23; 12:2-3, 5-8, 12, 21, 28; 13:9, 21,
25;14:11, 19, 23; 15:6, 9; 20:7; 21:18;
24:15-16; 28:12, 28; 29:2, 16, 27). Integrity
and perversion (10:9; 13:6; 15:26; 21:8;
24:8-9; 28:18; 29:10). Appropriate conse-
quences (3:33-35; 10:3, 22; 10:24-25;

11:21, 27, 30-31; 14:14, 22; 16:7; 17:13;
18:3; 19:29; 21:12, 16, 21; 22:8; 26:1, 3,
27).

Sincere Motivation: Motive and the heart
(15:11; 16:2; 17:3; 20:11, 27; 21:2; 27:19).
False worship (15:8, 29; 21:3, 27). Duplic-
ity (6:12-15; 10:10-11; 11:3; 16:30; 20:14;
23:6-8; 26:23-26).

Concern for others: Love and faithfulness
(3:3-4; 16:6; 20:6; 25:19). Love, hatred,
and compassion (10:12; 15:17; 17:5;
24:17-18; 25:21-22). Kindness and mercy
(11:16-17; 12:10, 25; 21:10). Overstaying
welcome (25:16-17).

Concern for Self: Pride and humility (11:2;
12:9; 13:7, 10; 15:25; 16:5, 18-19; 18:12;
19:10; 20:9; 21:4, 24; 22:4; 25:27; 26:16;
27:2; 27:21; 29:23). Selfishness (18:1).
Jealousy (27:4). Envy (14:30; 24:19-20).
Greed (28:25).

Control of Self: Self-control (25:28;
29:11). Rashness (20:25; 21:5; 25:8;
29:20). Temper and patience (12:16;
14:16-17, 29; 15:18; 16:32; 19:11, 19;
22:24-25; 29:8, 22). Drunkenness and glut-
tony (20:1; 23:19-21; 23:29-35). Adultery
(5:1-28; 6:20-35; 7:1-27; 22:14). Prostitu-
tion (23:26-28; 29:3).

Control of the Tongue: Wise and foolish
talk (14:3; 15:2, 7; 16:23; 18:6-7; 19:1;
23:15-16). Righteous and wicked talk
(10:20-21, 31-32; 11:11; 12:13-14; 13:2;
15:28; 17:4). Appropriate speech (15:23;
16:21, 24; 25:11; 27:14). Maintaining si-
lence (10:19; 12:23; 13:3; 17:28; 18:13;
21:23). Controlled speech (15:1; 17:27;
25:15). Flattery (26:28; 28:23; 29:5). Slan-
der and gossip (10:18; 11:13; 16:28; 17:9;
18:8, & 26:22; 20:19; 26:20). Hurtful talk
(11:12; 12:18; 15:4; 16:27; 25:23; 26:2).
Quarreling (17:14, 19; 20:3; 22:10; 26:21).
Lying (12:19, 22; 17:20; 19:5, 22; 21:6).
Power of tongue (18:20-21).

Disharmony and Strife: Solicitation to evil
(1:10-19; 16:29; 25:26; 27:3; 28:10). Vio-
lence (3:31-32; 21:7; 21:29). Murderers
(28:17). Causing others harm (3:29-30).
Revenge (20:22; 24:28-29). Dissension

and strife (6:16-19; 17:1; 18:18-19). Med-
dling (26:17).

Honesty: Truthfulness (12:20; 13:5; 24:26;
26:18-19). Accurate weights (11:1; 16:11;
20:10, 23). Boundary stones (22:28; 23:10-
11). Wrongfully obtained gains (10:2;
13:11; 20:17, 21). Bribery (15:27; 17:8, 23;
21:14).

Justice: False witnesses (12:17; 14:5, 25;
19:9, 28; 21:28; 25:18). Open-mindedness
(18:17). Judicial justice (17:15, 26; 18:5;
21:15; 24:11-12, 23-25; 28:5; 29:26).

Economic Well-Being: Wealth and
poverty (3:9-10; 10:15; 11:4, 28; 13:8;
14:20; 15:16; 17:16; 18:11, 23; 19:4, 6-7;
22:2,7; 23:4-5; 27:7; 28:6, 8, 11, 20-22).
Benevolence and generosity (3:27-28;
11:24-26; 13:22; 14:21; 18:16; 19:17;
21:13; 22:9; 25:14; 28:27). Oppression of
the poor (13:23; 14:31; 15:15; 16:8; 22:16,
22-23; 29:7, 13). Industriousness (6:6-11;
10:4-5, 26; 12:11, 24, 27; 13:4; 14:4, 23;
15:19; 16:26; 18:9; 19:15; 19:24, & 26:15;
20:4, 13, 17; 21:25-26; 22:29; 24:27, 30-
34; 26:14; 27:18, 23-27; 28:19). Conserva-
tion (21:20). Surety for another (6:1-5;
11:15; 17:18; 20:16, & 27:13; 22:26-27).

Persons and Attributes: Parents and chil-
dren (1:8-9; 10:1; 11:29; 15:20; 17:2, 6, 21,
25; 19:26; 20:20; 23:22-25; 28:24). The
elderly (16:31; 20:29). Women and wives
(11:22; 12:4; 14:1; 18:22; 19:13-14; 21:9, &
25:24; 21:19; 27:15-16). Kings and rulers
(14:28, 35; 16:10, 12-15; 17:7, 11; 19:12;
20:2, 8, 26, 28; 21:1; 22:11; 23:1-3; 24:21-
22; 25:2-7; 28:2-3; 28:15-16; 29:4, 12, 14).
Messengers (13:17; 25:13). Companions
(12:26; 13:20; 14:7; 17:17; 18:24; 24:1-2;
27:8-10; 29:24).

Various Concerns: Caution (16:17; 22:3,
& 27:12; 22:5). Reputation (22:1; 25:9-10).
Courage (3:25-26; 14:32; 22:13; 24:10;
26:13; 28:1). Hope (13:12; 13:19; 23:17-
18).

Various Observations: Joy and grief
(14:10, 13; 15:13; 17:22; 18:14; 25:20;
27:11; 29:6). Good news (15:30; 25:25).
Curiosity (27:20).



